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Steel from a student perspective

The end of November traditionally heralds the announcement of the winners
of the competitions that promote the use of steel in architecture. Students
are well represented. For example in France, the jury of the 11th «Steel
Architecture & Structure» competition awarded the first prize reserved to
young graduates to the work of Martin Lavaux. This student from the
School of Architecture of Paris Val de Seine submitted an effective solution
for the refitting of the Caves de la Mignonne and the construction of a confe-
rence centre in Sancerre. 
At the same time, in Brussels, the Steel information Centre rewarded projects
selected during the fifth Student Steel Prize.  A prize earmarked for students in
their final year or last year but one. The judging criteria varied from respect for
the programme to creativity and innovation, from integration in the site to the
relation with the construction components, from the use of materials to the
production process in the overall project, not forgetting the attention to
execution and detail, the environmental performance and the economic
aspect. 
The winners selected by the jury were «Vijfhoek als verblijfsruimte» (Buildings
category), the Waalse Krook foot and cycle bridge (Civil Engineering category)
and a particularly innovative architectural structure (Research category).
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Diller Building, New York (under construction)
Geometric facade in the form of a ship's sails.

Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao (1991-1997)
The most mediatised of the architectural works
of the end of the 20th century. 
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Nagasaki Prefectural Art Museum  
Japan (2005)

Vertical Design 
Since their invention at the end of the 19th century, skyscrapers have come to symbolize the modern world. The
controversy that plagued them in the aftermath of the events of 9/11 has failed to halt their construction or to slow down
their unrelenting upward climb. It is interesting to note that this type of construction is witnessing unbridled growth in
Asia, in particular in Dubai or in China . While the scarcity of land goes some way towards explaining the trend towards
this verticality, it would be naïve to see this as the only reason. Isn't it above all to flatter the ego of the developers? To
get high on the power of the image and the mediatisation? Shooting up like mushrooms, competing not only in terms
of height but also by their originality, spectacular buildings reflect the desire to convey the economic power of
companies, even of entire regions. The stars of the skyscraper family are generally marketed as giant sculptures. Others
stand out because of their simplicity or their functionality or make ambitious attempts to combine the financial and
ecological demands thanks to the advances made in construction technologies.
This neatly leads us to an exhibition which is currently showing in Frankfurt/Main, entitled High Society and which unveils
the winners and nominees of the «International Highrise Award 2006» architecture competition. From the astonishing
«Torre Agbar» in Barcelona (Jean Nouvel & studio b720) to the Swedish Turning Torso (Santiago Calatrava), Europe is
not lagging behind. A sign of the times, the projects set out to be emblematic of the new environmental awareness of
today's architects. This is even true in the United States. In New York, the Skyscraper Museum recently mounted an
exhibition of around fifteen «green» skyscrapers, either recent or under construction. Due to the non negligible
economic arguments, the current trend is therefore towards sustainable structures capable of improving profits (in the
broader sense) and productivity in the long term.
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The Glass Bubble - Malmö, Sweden
Design: Monika Gora

The Swedish architect and landscape designer Monika Gora prefers to work in
urban spaces, linking the environment with artistic dialogue. Temporary exhibitions
in Berlin, Vienna and Tokyo have shown her works, large organic and luminous
structures that often take on a challenge. The project realised in Malmö in 2005-
2006 was definitely in this category. She had to create a landscape in the middle of
the common area of a building near the Öresund Strait, a location particularly
exposed to violent winds and the sea air. She designed a protective membrane
against the rigours of the Nordic climate, an oblong transparent sculptural bubble,
imprisoning the sunlight and reflecting it in the interior garden. The space created
becomes a protective cocoon full of life and warmth, with temperature control so
that exotic plants can be grown.
The engineers of the Dutch firm Octatube Space Structures, in charge of
implementation, remark that this apparently simply project is exceptional not only
for its form, but also for its technical aspects. The steel structural elements, cut
using lasers and domed to obtain double curve geometry, support dual panels of 8
mm clear safety glass attached using spider fixings. The decision to use only flat
glass was taken at the very beginning of the project for economic reasons, «the
challenge was to develop the geometry for the glazed panels that followed as
closely as possible the original shape». The architect then developed a surface
made up of quadrangular panels, starting with the highest point of the structure
and working the surface in two divisions. To adjust the overall structure, the fixings
(all different) were cut individually. The technical resources used (notably the 3D
modelling) and new generation materials made this project possible

Structures pliables pour des adaptations 
architecturales
Ouchy Van Loo and Marijke Mollaert - VUB, Brussels

A project unanimously elected for the originality of
the construction and its outcome. This study
constitutes a step forward in the context of steel
constructions given the fact that it paves the 
way for new possibilities.

«Vijfhoek als verblijfsruimte»
Benjamin Claeys and Erik Geens - Sint-Lucas,
Brussels

Designed to take up a symbolic position at the
porte de Namur, one of the gateways into the
Brussels pentagon, the building is seen as a 
cultural space made up of two connected 
volumes. The steel dialogues with the concrete.
The jury appreciated this project due to the 
originality of the steel structure and the 
well-thought out and judicious use of the 
possibilities offered by the steel. 

Victor Gruen
From Urban Shop to new city

Alex Wall

The story of a conflict between the ambitions of
the architect Victor Gruen (1903-1980), known as
the «pioneer of shopping centres», and the 
transformation of American society, its urban 
spaces and landscapes.
288 pages
44.90 €
Editions Actar
English
ISBN 84-95951-87-8
http://www.actar.es

High Society
Aktuelle Hochhausarchitektur und der
Internationale Hochhauspreis 2006 /
Contemporary Highrise Architecture and the
International Highrise Award 2006

Christina Gräwe & Peter Cachola Schmal

Presenting, on the one hand, the projects selected
for the High Society exhibition at the Deutsches
Architektur Museum in Frankfurt, this book 
entirely devoted to skyscrapers also examines the
how and why of the phenomenon in China and
analyses the data of an ecological construction.
160 pages
29.80 €
Editions Jovis Verlag
German / English / French
ISBN 3-936314-77-2
http://www.jovis.de

China Contemporary
Hedendaagse architectuur, kunst en beeldcultuur /
Architecture, Art, Visual Culture 

Christine de Baan, Huang Du, Jaap Guldemond,
Garrie van Pinxteren, Linda Vlassenrood

Interdisciplinary general view of the world of the
arts, architecture, urban planning and visual arts
in China. The book describes and analyses the
new China, with its uncontrolled urbanisation and
day to day life governed by globalisation .
400 pages
29.50 €
Editions NAI
Dutch/ English
ISBN 90-5662-500-4 / 978-90-5662-500-9
http://www.naipublishers.nl

Végétalisation extensive des 
terrasses et toitures

François Lassalle

After giving a short introduction, this guide explains
the concept of extensive vegetalisation, the different
techniques, the nature of the substrates and the
plants, its maintenance and the related regulations.
The diversity of the possibilities of use is illustrated
via around thirty exemplary projects. 

228 pages
60.00 €
Le Moniteur Publishing
French
ISBN 2-281-11259-4 
http://www.editionsdumoniteur.com/

Wallpaper* City Guides

A collaboration between Phaidon and the British
magazine Wallpaper, this new guide concept, 
dynamic, original and in pocket format, takes on the
large international cities from the following angles:
«Landmarks, Hotels, 24 Hours, Urban Life,
Architour, Shopping, Sports & Spas, Escapes»
160 x 110 mm / 100 images in colors 
8.95 € / 4.95 £
Editions Phaidon
English
www.phaidon.com/travel/ 

Smart Materials in Architecture,
Interior 
Architecture and Design

Axel Ritter

The fruit of extensive research, innovative materials
are capable of modifying the vision of architecture
and design : kinetic facades or wallpaper that chan-
ges colour according to the temperature and light.
Around forty examples are given followed by 
descriptions of the products and the technologies. 
191 pages / 433 images
73.74 €
Editions Birkhäuser
English
ISBN 3-7643-7327-X
http://www.springer.com

Atlas de detalles constructivos con
más de 400 ejemplos

Peter Beinhauer 

Many architectural firms are interested in 
improving the quality of their execution projects,
a phase that implies the handling of a large 
quantity of documentation. To help them, this
book is divided into seven chapters, ranging from
outside walls to staircases and roofing. 
350 pages
43.27 €
Editions Gustavo Gili
Spanish
ISBN 84-252-2057-2
http://www.ggili.com
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Frank O.Gehry (on the right)
with Sydney Pollack

Frank O.Gehry on the bill

Frank O. Gehry is one of those rare architects hailed by the critics and the public alike. Born in 1930 in the Canadian city of Toronto, he moved to Los Angeles
at the age of 17 and came to prominence in Europe at the end of the 1980s with the famous Vitra Museum in Weil am Rhein in Germany. A few years later,
the Guggenheim museum in Bilbao sealed his international reputation. Gehry has earned a prestige rarely enjoyed by architects.
He has recently been the subject of a film «Sketches of Frank Gehry» directed by Sydney Pollack. His project, explains the director of Out of Africa, is the
fruit of his friendship with Frank Gehry, creator of extravagant curves who, after having turned down several proposals for films about him, chose Pollack
to carry out this task. The documentary sets out to show a meticulous architectural work, a subtle mixture of visions and of revisions, perceptible in the
gestural sketches that are a promise of future forms. And, taking as a point of departure these abstract sketches, explores the process that transforms them
into three-dimensional models, to then become buildings with atypical materials and extremely innovative forms.
Sidney Pollack takes particular care to catch on film the greatness of the architecture of Gehry, from his first construction - a hay barn in California - to buildings
that today feature among the most impressive constructions of the modern era, from the Guggenheim Museum to the Walt Disney Concert Hall.
This retrospective film, which succeeds in changing our perception of architecture, does not mark the end of Gehry's career. Most recent projects include
the future «Louis Vuitton Foundation for Creation» designed as a glasshouse in the form of a cloud to stand in the Jardin d'Acclimatation in Paris and an
ambitious project - the talk is of 1.8 billion dollars - devoted to the regeneration of a part of the centre of Los Angeles . For over forty years now, Gehry has
exploited all his innovative capacity to create the powerful forms that characterise his work. He doesn't seem to be ready to stop.

© Daici Ano
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Kengo Kuma 
Symbiosis witn nature

Since graduating from the University of Tokyo in 1979, Kengo Kuma (born in 1954) has completed around fifty architectural projects in Japan, earning his place
as one of the most important architects of his day. His work, though inspired by traditional Japanese architecture is nevertheless well anchored in the 21st

century. An advocate of «anti object architecture», Kengo Kuma loves to play with shadow and light, the physical relationship to materials and construction
techniques that respect and preserve the original landscape. Deleting the architecture is a recurrent theme in his work, along with the permanent invention of new
processes. His constructions do not impose themselves on the environment, but «disappear» in the landscape, as demonstrated by the Kiro-San observatory,
that was built practically inside the mountain. The building becomes invisible, as if the architecture wanted to run into the landscape. Two factors play a
particularly important role: water (his house of glass seems to float on the ocean) and light (screens create a transparent architecture).
The architect has a propensity for vernacular materials, but gives them a new dimension by means of innovative constructive structures and by updating several
traditional techniques. In a constant quest to bring out the expressive possibilities of the material, at times he goes back to the essence of rough stone, which he
«dematerialises» into strata, and at other times turns to timber or bamboo (one of his favourite materials) and even rammed clay, which he exploits for its
technical qualities: regulation of humidity and natural ventilation. The material is always a principle of construction that in turn gives rise to the architectural
aesthetic, symbolism and new identity. You could say that the work of Kengo Kuma achieves a perfect synthesis between the east and west, tradition and
creativity, nature and architecture.

agenda
BOIS & HABITAT 
Namur Expo
The Timber construction and new energies fair
23/03 - 26/03/2007
http:// www.bois-habitat.com

DENMARK

Starlight -100 years of film still- Humlebæk
Louisiana Museum
The exhibition presents over 700 film stills in
different formats
13/10/2006 - 27/02/2007
http://www.louisiana.dk

Fascination of Transportation - Copenhagen
Danish Design Center
The best in car design of the 
past 50 years
18/11/2006 - 18/03/2007
http://www.ddc.dk

SPAIN

100 % Africa - Bilbao - Guggenheim Museum
Exhibition of thirty or so artists from around
twenty sub-Saharan countries
12/10/2006 - 18/02/2007
http://www.guggenheim-bilbao.es

TEXTILHOGAR - Valencia
International textile fair
20 - 23/01/2007
http://www.feriavalencia.com/textilhogar

CEVISAMA - Valencia
Ceramics fair
6 - 10/02/2007
http://www.cevisama.feriavalencia.com

ARCO - Madrid
Modern art fair
15 - 19/02/2007
http://www.arco.ifema.es

GENERA - Madrid
Energy and environment 
trade fair
28/02 - 2/03/2007
http://www.genera.ifema.es

FINLAND

Simo Heikkilä / Experimental Things - Jyväskylä
Alvar Aalto Museum
7/10 - 3/12/2006
http://www.alvaraalto.fi/

New Old Green - Helsinki
Museum of Finnish Architecture
Exhibition and workshops on the theme of 
sustainable development targeting young people
15/11/2006 - 28/01/2007
http://www.mfa.fi

BUILDING & LIVING - Turku
Construction technologies fair
2 - 4/02/2007
http://www.turunmessukeskus.fi

FRANCE

Yves Klein Corps, Couleur, Immatériel - Paris
Centre Pompidou
An introduction to a versatile work
5/10/2006 - 5/02/2007
http://www.cnac-gp.fr

Alvaro Siza : Pavillons et Musées 
1993 - 2005 - Nice
Forum d'Urbanisme et d'Architecture 
The exhibition presents 7 recent projects for
museums and exhibition centres through
models, designs, plans and photographs from
the Porto workshop of Avaro Siza 
10/11/2006 - 15/01/2007
http://www.nice.fr/mairie_nice_1734.html

DPA Dominique Perrault architecte - Bordeaux
Arc en rêve centre d’architecture 
8/02 - 29/04/2007
http://www.arcenreve.com

SALON DU MEUBLE - Paris
20 - 25/01/2007
http://www.salondumeuble.com/

MAISON & OBJET - Paris 
International decoration and 
design fair
26 - 30/01/2007
http://www.maison-objet.com

EUROBOIS - Lyon
Timber industry fair
14 - 17/02/2007
http://www.eurobois.net/2007/

MIPIM - Cannes 
International property fair
13 - 16/03/2007
http://www.mipim.com

GREAT-BRITAIN

Design Mart - London
Design Museum 
The work of young British designers
20/09/2006 - 7/01/2007
http://www.designmuseum.org

Glasgow 1999 Design Medal 2006 - Glasgow
The Lighthouse Scotland's Centre for
Architecture, Design and The City
A showcase of young designers
10/11/2006 - 18/02/2007
http://www.thelighthouse.co.uk

Joe Colombo - Inventing the Future -
Manchester
Manchester Art Gallery
First retrospective devoted to the work of the

Italian designer Joe Colombo, a visionary of
the sixties
2/12/2006 - 27/02/2007
http://www.manchestergalleries.org

The Timeless Vision : Alvar Aalto Through the
Eyes of Shigeru Ban - London
The Barbican Gallery 
Exhibition organised with the Alvar Aalto 
foundation and museum (Finland)
22/02 - 27/05/2007
http://www.barbican.org.uk

DESIGN INTERIORS  - Birmingham
Interior design fair
21 - 24/01/2007 
http://www.designinteriorsuk.co.uk/

LIGHTING SHOW - Birmingham
Lighting products and technologies
21 - 24/01/2007
http://www.interiorsevent.com

GLASSEX  - Birmingham
International glass and window fair
4 - 7/03/2007
http://www.glassex.com

GREECE

The Hungry Box - Athens
Benaki Museum
The work of the Dutch architecture practice
MVRDV
1/02 - 18/03/2007
http://www.benaki.gr/

ITALY

Hans Hartung - Milan - Triennale Bovisa
A selection of 200 works painted by the artist
between 1922 and his death in 1989
22/11/2006 - 11/03/2007
http://www.triennale.it

Architectural photographs from the Alberto
Sartoris Collection in dialogue with objects from
the Vitra Design Museum - Lucca
Fondazione Ragghianti
The Swiss architect Alberto Sartoris 
(1901-1998) who published a significant body
of work between 1932 and 1957
27/11/2006 - 18/02/2007

The New Italian Design - Milan
Triennale 
18/01 - 23/04/2007
http://www.triennale.it 

Jean Prouvé - La Poétique des Objets
Techniques - Mantova
Palazzo Té 
An ambitious retrospective devoted to the work
of the French designer (1901-1984)
16/02 - 15/04/2007  
http://www.design-museum.de

MACEF - Milan
International home fair
19 - 22/01/2007
http://www.fieramilano.com/

SAIEDUE - Bologna
International interior design fair
13 - 17/03/2007
http://www.saiedue.it

SALONE INTERNAZIONALE DEL MOBILE 
EUROLUCE - Milan
International furniturea & ligghting fair
18 - 23/04/2007
http://www.cosmit.it/

LUXEMBURG

Michel Majerus - Luxemburg
MUDAM
An ambitious retrospective of the painter
Majerus marking the inauguration of

«Luxemburg and the Greater Region - European
Capital of Culture 2007»
9/12/2006 - 7/05/2007 
http://www.mudam.lu 

THE NETHERLANDS

Ruimte voor reclame - Amsterdam
ARCAM
The phenomenon of urban advertising
24/11/2006 - 27/01/2007
http://www.arcam.nl

Henry Moore / Sculptuur en architectuur -
Rotterdam
The architectural aspects of the work of Henry
Moore (1898-1986)
14/10/2006 - 28/01/2007
http://www.kunsthal.nl/agenda.html

Bauhaus: Revolutionair Design - Rotterdam
Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen
The emphasis is put on the exchange 
between workshop design and industrial 
mass production
11/11/2006 - 27/02/2007
http://www.boijmans.rotterdam.nl 

Architecture of the Night / Luminous Buildings -
Rotterdam
Nederlands Architectuurinstituut
27/01 - 6/05/2007 
http://www.nai.nl

BOUWBEURS - Utrecht
International construction materials fair 
5 - 10/02/2007
http://www.bouwbeurs.nl

POLAND

BUDMA - Poznan
Construction materials
23/01 - 26/01/2007
http://www.budma.pl

PORTUGAL

Gonçalo Byrne - Geografias Vivas - Lisbon
Centro Cultural de Belém
Exhibition based on the participation 
of Gonçalo Byrne in the 6th São Paulo
Architecture Biennial
24/11/2006 - 25/02/2007
http://www.ccb.pt/ccb/

Photocópia - Porto
A new form of art
Museum Serralves
1/01 - 31/03/2007
http://www.serralves.com/

RUSSIA

PRIMUS: ARCHITECTURAL GLASS  Kiev
23 - 26/01/2007
http://primus-exhibitions.com/messe/

SECURITY AND SAFETY TECHNOLOGIES 
Moscou
Forum on security systems
6 - 9/02/2007
http://www.tbforum.ru

AQUA THERM MOSCOW - Moscow
Sanitation, heating, air-conditioning and 
environmental protection fair 
27/02 - 2/03/2007
http://www.msiexpo.ru/en/aquatherm/

AMBIENTE ROSSIJA - Moscow
International interior design fair
27/02 - 2/03/2007
http://www.ambiente.messefrankfurt.com

SWEDEN 

LIGHTING - Stockholm
Lighting trade fair
7 - 11/02/2007
http://www.stofair.se

STOCKHOLM FURNITURE FAIR - Stockholm
Residential and non-residential furnishings
trade fair 
7 - 11/02/2007
http://www.stockholmfurniturefair.com

SWITZERLAND

«EROS dans l’art moderne» - Basle
Beyeler Fondation 
The phenomenon of Eros in art, from the early
days of modernism to the present
8/10/2006 - 18/02/2007
http://www.beyeler.com

Verena Loewensberg 
Günther Umberg - Zurich
23/11/2006 - 18/02/2007
http://www.hauskonstruktiv.ch/flash.htm

Robert Walser en visite chez Paul Klee - Basle
Zentrum Paul Klee
28/01 - 25/02/2007
http://www.paulkleezentrum.ch

Sami Rintala, Finland
Art - Architecture 

Born in Helsinki in 1969, Sami Rintala simultaneously boasts the
status of architect, teacher and artist. In 1994, for the first time, he
designed a temporary architectonic installation in Denmark and,
since then, has continued in this vein in Finland and throughout the
world. With Marco Casagrande, he designs architectural or
scenographic installations centring on social and environmental pro-
blems, at the Venice Biennial in 2000, in Havana during the same
year, at Montreal in 2002 and at the Yokohama Triennial in 2001, to
name but a few. The architect is also the author of a forestry
observatory, a genuine work of art created for the open-air museum
at Kyushu in Japan. Rintala sees it as an architectural instrument
erected in the heart of woodland to help people who are interested to
observe nature. But what made him known to a larger audience is
without doubt the Hotel Kirkenes. Widely publicised in the media, the
most striking feature of this modest two bedroom hotel with sea
views in the north east of Norway is the economy of its design.
It was in the context of the Anyang Public Art Project (APAP) that
Rintala produced a permanent project, based on experimental ideas
- as are all of the works produced for this international exhibition.
Although the construction is almost the size of a real house, it has
only the very basic functions. It is a place of meditation for
contemplation of the surrounding nature.
Looking at these projects, we can see that Sami Rintala is something
of a specialist in extreme constructions. Faced with an architectural
profession contaminated by money and politics, Sami Rintala
aspires to reaffirm certain values. His projects, usually off-beat but
always subtle, denounce profligate consumption, the destruction of
nature, the problems of pollution, economic speculation and the
frenetic pace of life. The thinking and working methods are linked to
architecture but they are enriched by being interwoven with art.
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Archi-Students Creative Award 
Archi-Students.org is proud to organize the first international competition to motivate students in
architecture from all over the world to excel in creativity. The awards will be presented during an 
international congress dedicated to students in architecture at the occasion of BAU 2007 in
München/GERMANY from the 15 th until 20 th of January 2007. The competition has the support of
leading architects, schools, industrials and student organizations. 
The President of the Jury is Massimiliano FUKSAS, Architect and Professor, Rome/ITALY. 
Submission deadline: 31/12/2006
More details: www.archi-europe.info/Archistudent/award/default_fr.htm

NEW HORIZON YOUTH CENTRE, KING’S CROSS, LONDON
The RIBA Competitions Office is pleased to announce the launch of a new competition which seeks
design ideas for the New Horizon Youth Centre, King's Cross, London. The purpose of the 
competition is to investigate opportunities for the Centre to deliver its mission as effectively as
possible in the future from its existing headquarters, by the adaptation of its existing spaces.
Closing Date: 13/02/2007
More details: www.ribacompetitions.com 

International ideas competition for the Carlsberg site in Copenhagen
Carlsberg A/S hereby invites all urban designers, architects, designers, engineers, artists, 
architects students etc. to take part in an open international idea competition for a development
plan for Carlsberg in Copenhagen. At the end of 2008, Carlsberg Breweries will discontinue its beer
production on the site in Copenhagen where the brewery was founded, leaving behind a 33-hectare
area which, besides enjoying an attractive location in the centre of Copenhagen, is a national 
treasure of immense historical value.
Closing Date: 28/02/2007
More details: www.arkitektforeningen.dk

Great Britain - Rotherham
The 19th Corus Architectural Student Awards. Competition open to students of architecture in
Europe. For both UK and overseas students the competition brief is to address the theme of
"H2Ouse - living on the water". Jury: Brian Avery, Yasmin Sharrif, David Bonnett, Olga Popovic
Larsen, Steve Thompson, Christopher Nash 
Closing Date: 18/05/2007 
More details: www.corusconstruction.com/en/news_and_events/awards/casa/

International Architectural Competition
The Technical Chamber of Greece and the UIA Work Programme on architecture and renewable energy
sources (ARES) announce the launch of an international ideas competition that invites architects to 
develop new construction methods and practices for efficient shells and settlement units that will satisfy
the urgent housing needs engendered by different geographic, topographic, ecological, social, or political
crises. Architects from around the world are invited to submit viable solutions for inhabitants that can be
set up quickly and economically, and respect the environment and natural resources.
Closing Date: 27/06/2007
More details: www.arescompetition.com 

The Archi-Europe/Archi-Students Premium Founding Partners are:

Mégastil® metallic frame partitions at the UGC 
Cité Ciné La Défense (Paris)

Architect: Alberto Cattani 

The multiplex cinema requires very high partitions in Placoplatre®

plasterboard on Mégastil® frames that enclose the metallic 
skeleton to ensure protection against fire. This system is always
comprised of a primary and secondary frame, of a Placoplatre®

facing and additional insulation. Combining lightness, great height,
mechanical resistance and acoustic performance by playing the
role of a «mass-spring-mass» system, the thicknesses of the 
partitions vary from 220 to 575 mm, depending on the heights
(up to 12 m 50) and the necessity to include the posts of the
structure and its windbracings, to ensure protection against fire in
particular. The thickness and the nature of the Isover mineral wool
depend on the required acoustic performances, which range from
65 to 74 dB according to the partitions, for a spectrum that falls to
50 Hz. In the case of the UGC, the partitions between the 
theatres are comprised of:
•  Mégastil® sections of different widths 100, 140, 170, 200 and
260 mm, or almost the entire range of available sections;
•  plasterboard facings: 3 Placoplatre® BA 13 and 2 Placoplatre®

BA 18 in total;
• semi rigid Isover Monospace 36 glass wool of a thickness 
of 100 to 200 mm according to the position of the cinema 
theatre and the acoustic constraints (semi-rigid products 
skewered on PB Fix type metal ties facilitating their installation
and their solidity). 

Sami Rintala
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Kengo Kuma

Forest Observatory, Kyushu, Japan - 2004 

In this shelter designed to observe nature, the interior patio is an acoustic chamber, structured and 
closed, allowing you to be yourself.

Element House, Seoul Korea/ Anyang Art City/ 2006 
in collaboration with FinnForest

The building is implemented as a three-dimensional 
collage of cubic volumes in the colours of nature. 
The main cube of Corten steel is linked to the four 

smaller wooden ones, symbolising the four elements.
Using simple forms, the design attempts to recreate 

an interior world.

Water/Glass - Atami, Japan (1995) 

Situated on the edge of a cliff on the Pacific coast, the house seems to be immaterial. Everything is made from glass: the
floors, the walls, the ceilings, the staircase and even the furniture, in order to create a visual continuity with the ocean. 

Stone Museum - Nasu, Japan (2000)

The aim of Kuma is to show the contrast between the traditional stonework and the
walls of the new structures, worked with precision in thin horizontal strata. 

Musée Ando Hiroshige - Tochigi, Japan (2000)

This museum, dedicated to one of the great masters of Japanese etchings of the 19th century, is a transposition of the art of the painter. The elongated building is crowned by double leading in non
butt-jointed cedar laths. A simple frame in the same wood rises vertically on the facade whose surface alternates between opaqueness and transparency according to the variations in the light. 
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GERMANY

Glashaus 01_ tec ARCHITECTURE - Berlin 
Deutsches Architektur Zentrum 
Portrait of a young architectural practice based
in the United States and in Switzerland and
involved in projects world-wide
13/11/2006 - 19/01/2007
http://www.daz.de

Il Cosmo Driade : Immagine del Design 
italiano - Munich
Pinakothek der Moderne
The history of Driade, a company synonymous
with the history of Italian design since 1968
15/09/2006 - 28/01/2007
http://www.pinakothek.de/

Jean Prouvé - La Poétique des Objets
Techniques Weil am Rhein
Vitra Design Museum 
An ambitious retrospective of the work of the
French designer (1901-1984) 
23/09/2006 - 28/01/2007 
http://www.design-museum.de

High Society - Francfort/Main
DAM
Presentation of the prize-winning and other
entries submitted to «The International
Highrise Award 2006» competition
19/11/2006 - 11/02/2007
http://dam.inm.de/

Piktogramme - Die Einsamkeit der Zeichen -
Stuttgart
Kunstmuseum
Exhibition on the theme of the ubiquitous 
pictograms of the modern world
4/11/2006 - 25/02/2007
http://www.kunstmuseum-stuttgart.de

HEIMTEXTIL -  Francfort/Main
International textile and solar 
protection fair 
10 - 13/01/2007
http://www.heimtextil.de

DOMOTEX - Hannover
International flooring fair
13 - 16/01/2007
http://www.domotex.de

IMM INTERNATIONALE MÖBELMESSE  Cologne
International furniture fair
15 - 21/01/2007
http://www.imm-cologne.de

BAU - Munich
International construction, construction 
materials and renovation systems 
trade fair
15 - 20/01/2007
http://www.bau-muenchen.de

GLASKON - Munich
Forum on innovation in the field of glass 
technologies and architecture
15 - 20/01/2007
http://www.glaskon.de

ISH- Francfort/Main
International construction technology,
bathroom, air-conditioning 
and ventilation fair
6/03  - 10/03/2007
http://www.ish.messefrankfurt.com

AUSTRIA

Lichtstärke: 30 - Graz - Haus der Architektur
Forschungsprojekte zur Zukunft des Lichts. Eine
Ausstellung des Kompetenznetzwerk Licht.
06/12/2006 - 24/01/2007 
http://hda-graz.at/

«Un Jardin d'Hiver präsentiert. Bottom Up.
Bauen für eine bessere Welt
9 Projekte für Johannesburg» - Vienna
Architekturzentrum Wien - Old Hall
The exhibition presents 9 projects designed in
the course of 2004-2006 by students of 
architecture from Innsbruck, Graz, Vienna,
Aachen, Linz and Kuchl
16/11/2006 - 5/02/2007
http://www.azw.at/

Prototypes - Next Generation - Vienna
The industrial design of Linz
18/10/2006 - 18/02/2007
http://www.mak.at

HÄUSLBAUER - Graz
Construction and energy trade fair
18 - 21/01/2007
http://www.messe-graz.at

BAUEN & ENERGIE - Vienna
Construction and interior 
design fair
15 - 18/02/2007
http://www.bauen-energie.at

BELGIUM

La Cuisine, mode de vie - Un siècle 
d'évolution - Brussels
CIVA
An itinerary illustrated with original 
pictures, photographs, objects and full-size 
reconstitutions of a place that, for a 
century, has been fascinating architects, 
designers, sociologists and 
ergonomists
21/11/2006 - 25/03/2007
http://www.civa.be

AE2005 - VIIIe Biennale d’architecture 
espagnole / (RE)nouveaux plaisirs 

d’architecture 2 - Brussels
Espace Architecture La Cambre 
The aim of the two exhibitions is to put quality
contemporary architecture centre stage
2/02 - 8/04/2007
http://www.civa.be 

Marimekko: Stoffen, Mode, Architectuur - Ghent
- Design Museum 
A legendary figure in Finnish design, the firm
Marimekko founded by Armi and Viljo Ratia, has
succeeded since 1951 in imposing a style that has
conquered the world and that is still thriving today
16/12/2006 - 9/04/2007
http://www.designmuseumgent.be/

INOUT - Ici et Maintenant - Hornu
Grand-Hornu Images
The work of young designers from the Ecole
Cantonale d’art de Lausanne, on the theme of
street furniture
18/03 - 13/05/2007
http://www.grand-hornu.be

INTIRIO - Ghent
Interior design and furnishing 
materials fair
4 - 7/02/2007
http://www.textirama.be

IN-WONEN - Antwerp
Interior design fair
10 - 18/02/2007
http://www.inwonen.be

BATIBOUW -  Brussels
International construction, renovation and
decoration fair
22/02 - 4/03/2007
http://www.batibouw.com

project

Great (Bamboo) Wall - Badaling, China (2003) 

A very daring reinterpretation of bamboo. 
At the heart of the project, a space protected by 

bamboo walls seems to float above a shallow 
swimming pool. Like a permeable screen, 

the wall harmoniously balances the shadow and light. 

Lotus House - Japan (2006)

Divided into two wings, the architecture
plays with space and matter. For more
lightness, the facades are composed of
very thin travertine sheets (3 cm in
thickness) suspended from a steel
structure, creating a chessboard design. 

Hearst Tower, New York
Architecte: Norman Foster & Partners

The dazzling glass facades with their triangular structure (diagrid frame) of this new building inaugurated on the 9th of October
on 8th Avenue are not the only attractive feature of the Hearst Tower. In fact, what has earned it its reputation is the LEED*
certification awarded by the U.S. Green Building Council. Standing 182 metres high (46 floors, 67,000 m2), this is the first office
tower in New York to obtain an environmental certification. 
Built in 1928 by Joseph Urban on behalf of the press magnate William Randolph Hearst, the tower that was to crown the
six-storey base was never added due to the onslaught of the Great Depression. The stone Art Deco facades, granted
architectural heritage status by the city, today serve as a foundation for the new building that shoots from it like a missile. The
«Hearst Tower» is the first office tower in North America not to position the steel beams of it facade vertically but obliquely.
While reinforcing the stability of the structure, this geometric grid with undeniable graphic qualities makes it possible to use
20% less steel (partially recycled) compared with a conventional structure. The external glass with low emissivity filters the
sun's rays, only allowing natural light to enter and not the heat, so as not to have to use air conditioning in summer. In winter,
it acts as a protective shell and insulates the building from the outside.
Inside the offices, captors control the supply of artificial light according to the quantity of natural light present on each floor.
Movement detectors placed on each floor control the occupancy of the premises and, if necessary, automatically switch off the
light and the computer monitors. All the measures put in place should reduce electricity consumption by 25%. The same
economy is achieved on water consumption thanks to the roof design, which collects a part of the rainwater and channels it
towards a large reservoir situated on the underground level. This reserve is then used to water the plants in the building and to
regulate air humidity. 

*Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
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